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todaY’S Program

Welcome      Ann Alpers, Event Committee Co-Chair 
President, S.H. Cowell Foundation

Author Presentation    Calvin Trillin 
Journalist, Humorist, Poet, and Novelist

LSC’s Vision   Abigail Trillin, Executive Director
     Legal Services for Children

Advocate Awards   Presented by Katie Fleet, Managing Attorney 
Legal Services for Children

Special Honoree   Liz Butler Steyer  
Executive Director, Athletic Scholars Advancement Program 
Former LSC Staff Attorney, Associate Director,  
and Board Member

     Presented by Michael Wald 
Board of Directors, Legal Services for Children 
Professor of Law, Stanford Law School

The Client Experience  Ayden S.
    Former LSC Client

Farewell       Ann Alpers, Event Committee Co-Chair  
President, S.H. Cowell Foundation

    Susan Tunnell, Event Committee Co-Chair
    Attorney At Law
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History
Founded in 1975, LSC is one of the country’s first non-profit law firms dedicated to representing 

children and youth. We pioneered the model of multidisciplinary holistic advocacy that is considered 

best practice in children’s legal services today.

Vision
All children should be raised in a safe, stable, and nurturing environment with equal access to 

meaningful education and other services that are necessary to thrive and grow.  Our youth deserve 

positive alternatives to unnecessary placement in foster care, juvenile justice facilities, and immigration 

detention.

Approach
Our young clients may be assigned by the court, referred by a caring adult, or they may come to us on 

their own, via a phone call or by visiting a drop-in clinic. When we open a case, we assign an attorney 

and social worker who function as a team and tap into diverse community resources to address 

the interconnecting concerns of every client—legal, physical, social, psychological, economic, and 

educational.  We empower our young clients to take active roles in their cases and the critical decisions 

that affect their lives.

Our Clients
Each year we respond to 1,500 requests for information and referrals, and handle over 500 newly 

opened or continuing client cases involving foster care, guardianship, emancipation, school expulsion, 

and immigration matters. The majority of our clients are children of color and half speak a primary 

language other than English.



5

Home, Stability, Family, Respect, Equity, Safety, Community, Generosity, Hope, Opportunity, Justice, Advocacy, Leadership   Home, Stability, Family, Respect, Equity, Safety, Community, Generosity, Hope, Opportunity, Justice, Advocacy, Leadership

A
n

 E
vE

n
in

g
 W

it
h

 L
S

C

BuSinESS & COrPOrATE PrinCiPAL SPOnSOrS

Pacesetter

Benefactor

Leader
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Advocate
Arnold & Porter LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Heffler Claims Group
Latham & Watkins LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Zelle Hofmann Voelbel & Mason LLP
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Guardian
Alvarez & Marsal Global Forensic and Dispute  

Services, LLC
Baker & McKenzie LLP
Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Dentons
Fenwick & West LLP
Jones Day
Major, Lindsey & Africa
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Navigant Consulting, Inc.
Nixon Peabody LLP
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
TM Financial Forensics, LLC
Union Bank
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Friend
Avis Caravello Attorney Search Consultants
Burrows Legal Search
Carroll, Burdick & McDonough LLP
FTI Consulting
McClure & Feuer
Northern California Association of Counsel 

for Children
Qualls & Workman, LLP
Queensbench Legal Search Consultants
Schneider Wallace Cottrell Konecky LLP
Update Legal
Xerox Litigation Services

Mentor
AON Risk Insurance Services
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Carlson, Calladine & Peterson LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Kerr & Wagstaffe LLP
KPMG LLP
Kroll Advisory Solutions
San Francisco Giants
Shartsis Friese LLP
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
Symantec Corporation

indiViduAL PrinCiPAL SPOnSOrS

Benefactor
Ann Alpers & Shawn Hanson
Kim Thompson & John Bliss
Susan & David Tunnell

Advocate
Cecily Cameron & Derek Schrier
Russell & Andrea King
Christine Laing & Scott Mosher
Wendy Webster & Stuart Davidson

Guardian
Cynthia Carroll
Jill Cowan Davis & Steve Davis
Stacey Giamalis & Robert Ogilvie
Geoff Howard & Deborah Odier
Susan & Chris Masto
Diana Nelson & John Atwater
Arrie & John Park
Liz & Jim Steyer

Mentor
Anonymous
Larry Achorn
David & Christine Balabanian
Betsy Blumenthal & Jonathan Root
Leslie & Buzz Burlock
Tracy Edmonson &Wesley Skow
Randi & Bob Fisher
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Sarah Hamilton
Elizabeth S. Hulsey
Katherine & Duncan Kennedy
David Kiernan
Nion McEvoy
Patrick Morrin & Janice Jagelski
Bernard & Barbro Osher
Deborah L. Rhode & Ralph Cavanagh
Katherine Ritchey
R. James & Staci Slaughter
Toy & Stephen Tom
Charlotte Tracy
Sidney & Nancy Unobskey
Katherine Welch

Friend
Colette Brooks & David Harrison
Den Bush & Dr. Edwin Charlebois
Kim & Chris Drew
Michele Egan & Mike McCabe
Laura & John Fisher
Jon & Kimberly Gavenman
Peggy Harrington
Sharon Meadows & Henry Hewitt
Alex Myres
Laura & Bud Nagle
John O’Toole & Jean Hom
Hope Page & Al Norris
Karen Sun
Kat Taylor & Tom Steyer

Shannan Wilber & Laurie Mattioli
Christopher & Jennifer Wu

Special Thanks
Drew Altizer Photography
Autumn Press & Miguel Alson
Books Inc.
Sam Barry & Friends
Katherine Kennedy
Pink Design & Susan Pinkerton
Laura Weinstein

Balloon Surprise donors
Amici’s Pizza
Aquarium of the Bay
Artesa Winery
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Bay Club SF Financial District
Errol Buxton of RR Donnelley
California’s Great America
Children’s Fairyland
City Racquet Club
Core-a-te
Credo Restaurant
Crunch Fitness
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco
Golden State Warriors
Green Hills Country Club
Humanities West
Jasper’s Corner Tap
Laser Quest



Home, Stability, Family, Respect, Equity, Safety, Community, Generosity, Hope, Opportunity, Justice, Advocacy, Leadership   Home, Stability, Family, Respect, Equity, Safety, Community, Generosity, Hope, Opportunity, Justice, Advocacy, Leadership

Le
g

a
L 

Se
r

vi
c

e
S 

fo
r

 c
h

iL
d

r
e

n

8

Magic Theatre
Marquee
Oakland Museum of California
Pretty Penny
Ripley’s Believe It or Not
San Francisco Ballet
San Francisco Giants
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
San Francisco Opera
Scala’s Bistro
Six Flags
Elizabeth Spencer Wines
Steelhead Brewing Co.
The Lawrence Hall of Science
The Walt Disney Family Museum
Thirsty Bear Brewing Co.
Tres Restaurant
UCBOS Eyewear Center
Yoshi’s San Francisco
Yvonne’s Pearls

Thank you to Chambers & Chambers Wine Merchants and 
Neyers Vineyards for donating wine to this evening’s reception.

All donor lists as of April 19, 2013
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One Donation

One Child at a Time

Change for a Lifetime
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SPeciaL honoree 

Liz Butler Steyer

For over 20 years, Liz Butler Steyer has been an advocate for children and 
youth in the Bay Area. She is currently the Executive Director of the Ath-
letic Scholars Advancement Program (ASAP), a college access program in 
San Francisco that works with low-income students of color. Prior to join-
ing ASAP, Liz worked at Legal Services for Children for over 12 years in 
a variety of legal and managerial roles, including Managing Attorney and 
Acting Director of the organization. In 2004, she transitioned from staff 
member to the Board of Directors, holding the position of Board Chair 
from 2006 – 2010. Liz also serves on the Board of the Giants Community 
Fund and John Gardner Fellowship Association.

After many years of involvement with LSC, Liz is stepping down from 
her position on the Board of Directors. In honor of her dedication to this 
organization as an intern, fellow, staff attorney, managing attorney, act-
ing executive director, and Board chair, LSC is establishing the Liz Butler 

Steyer Fund for Child Advocacy to reflect Liz’s commitment to legal services for our community’s most vulner-
able children.

Every year, LSC hosts 10-15 legal interns who receive extensive training on juvenile law and trauma-informed 
legal services. LSC also sponsors a Certificate in Child Advocacy and honorarium for qualifying interns when 
they graduate from law school. The Liz Butler Steyer Fund will provide the resources to sponsor one internship 
for an emerging child advocate and graduate each year, and will stand as an enduring tribute to our friend and 
colleague, Liz Steyer.
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thanK YoU to oUr LiZ BUtLer SteYer fUnd contriBUtorS

$10,000

Matt & Janice Barger
Kathryn Hall & Tom Knutsen
Elizabeth & Andrew Spokes
Tom Steyer & Kat Taylor
Susan & David Tunnell
 
$5,000

Cecily Cameron & Derek Schrier
Richard Fried
Mick & Sabrina Hellman
Stephanie & William Mellin
Meridee Moore & Kevin King
Mark & Jill Wehrly
 
$2,500

Mitch & Susan Cohen
 
$1,000

Tina & John Keker

And a special thank you to Jim Steyer for helping us put together this wonderful tribute.

All donor lists as of April 19, 2013
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gUeSt aUthor 

Calvin Trillin

Calvin Trillin is the author of Dogfight: The 2012 Presidential Campaign in 
Verse and a regular contributor to The New Yorker for nearly 50 years.  He has 
been called “perhaps the finest reporter in America.” His wry commentary 
on the American scene and his books chronicling his adventures as a “happy 
eater” have established his reputation as “a classic American humorist.” Trillin 
has written several best sellers including About Alice, Remembering Denny, and 
Messages from My Father.

Trillin was born and raised in Kansas City, MO, and now lives in New York City. He graduated from Yale in 
1957, did a hitch in the army, and then joined Time. After a year covering the South from the Atlanta, Georgia 
bureau, he became a writer for Time in New York.  In 1963, he also became a staff writer for The New Yorker. 
From 1967 to 1982, he produced a highly praised series of articles called “U. S. Journal” – 3,000 word pieces 
every three weeks from somewhere in the United States.  From 1978 through 2001, Trillin was a columnist for 
The Nation and for Time. His columns have been collected in five books. His Quite Enough of Calvin Trillin 
was awarded the Thurber Prize for American Humor in 2011.

Trillin also lectures widely, and has appeared often as a guest on television. He has written and presented two 
one man shows at the American Place Theater in New York – both of them critically acclaimed and both sell-
outs. In reviewing “Words, No Music,” in 1990, New York Times theater critic Mel Gussow called Trillin “the 
Buster Keaton of performance humorists.” Trillin has been a trustee of the New York Public Library and of 
Yale University. He also is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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Pro Bono advocate honoreeS    

The following recipients of the 2013 Pro Bono Advocate Awards were selected for diverse reasons—devoting 
long hours of service or taking on multiple cases, stepping up for a particularly challenging case, employing 
innovative legal strategies, or going “above and beyond the call of duty” in a notable way. Whatever the 
nature of the case or the situation of the client, each of these attorneys has made a life-changing contribution 
to the well-being of a child and we are proud to salute them today.

Cary Chien is an associate at McDermott Will & Emery LLP and is based in the firm’s 
Silicon Valley office.  He focuses his practice on intellectual property litigation and has 
litigated a broad array of patents in hardware, software, search engine, and television 
program guide technologies.  He earned his B.S. in computer science from Santa Clara 
University and then became a test engineer for NetIQ, an enterprise systems management 
software company.  While completing his J.D. from Santa Clara University School of Law, 
Cary clerked in the Office of the City Attorney in San Jose, and was Chief of Staff to a San 

Jose Councilmember and an aide to a California State Senator.  With coast-to-coast immigration interviews, 
Cary and a team of lawyers and assistants from McDermott, and then law student Sharan Dhanoa, secured 
asylum for their young LSC client – an unaccompanied minor from India, who was attacked and whose father 
was killed by political rivals.
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Travis Gibbs, a partner at Nixon Peabody, has extensive experience as bond counsel and 
tax counsel in public offerings of municipal securities, including general obligation bonds, 
certificates of participation, school district bonds, hospital issues, variable rate financings, 
cash flow financings, small issue industrial development bonds, nonprofit corporation 
equipment financings, tax allocation bonds, refunding bonds, and rebate excepted 
financings.  In addition to tax-exempt financing, he has had experience in a variety of 
other tax law matters for corporation, municipal, nonprofit, and individual clients.  Travis 

earned his B.A. from University of Florida and J. D. from University of Texas.  He is a member of the American 
Bar Association (Section of Taxation, Tax-Exempt Committee), a former member of the Steering Committee for 
the Bond Attorneys Workshop sponsored by the National Association of Bond Lawyers, and a member of the 
National Association of Bond Lawyers. Travis took several education cases for LSC in the last year and fought 
to keep the youth in school.

Pritee K. Thakarsey is an associate in the Labor & Employment Department of 
Seyfarth Shaw based in the firm’s San Francisco office.  Her practice is focused on all facets 
of employment law. She counsels and represents employers in single-plaintiff and multi-
plaintiff litigation, including discrimination, wage & hour, and harassment matters. She 
also represents clients in state and federal courts and has successfully managed litigations 
through motions for summary judgment.  Pritee is member of the firm’s Workplace 
Counseling & Solutions Group and Hospitality Industry Group.  During law school, she 

interned at the Attorney General’s Office for the California Department of Justice, Criminal Law Division.  She 
also published numerous law review articles, including “Catching up to the California Medical Board: The 
Dental Board of California May Take Action Against Registered Sex Offenders” and “California Wants More 
Clout: Moving the Presidential Primary to February.”  Pritee graduated with Lambda Pi Eta Honors from 
University of Southern California, received her J.D. from University of the Pacific, and is a member of the South 
Asian Bar Association of Northern California. Pritee took on an extremely challenging case where she obtained 
a guardianship for her LSC client who was in need a safe and secure home.
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Pro Bono Service With LSc
LSC coordinates and supports a panel of 200 attorneys throughout the San Francisco Bay Area who represent 
youth on a pro bono basis in guardianship, school discipline, and immigration cases. Last year these advocates 
handled 154 cases and collectively contributed over 4,000 hours of legal service valued at $2 million. This power-
ful force of legal volunteers significantly increases LSC’s capacity to serve the Bay Area’s most vulnerable youth.
 
No experience in LSC’s practice areas is required as each volunteer attorney receives training as well as ongoing 
technical assistance from LSC’s experienced staff attorneys. In-house corporate counsel attorneys are encouraged 
to join. For more information please contact Katie Fleet at 415-863-3762 ext. 310 or katie@lsc-sf.org.
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Ira Klein
Angela Lam
Elizabeth McGregor
David Metres
Jeff Michalowski
Michael Miller
Elisa Pandolfi
Emily Powell
Brittany Sachs
Rishi Sharma

Brittany Stevens
Molly Swartz
Jamie Williams
Amy Wilson
Samuel Zun

Perkins Coie LLP
Geoff Robinson 
Troy Sauro

Reed Smith LLP
Alice Adornato
Katie Annand
Tiffany Bui
Maytak Chin
John Dittoe
Bette Epstein
Renee Feldman
Jayne Fleming
Meghan Landrum
Jesse Miller
Jonah Mitchell
Sara Mo
David Powell

Sedgwick, Detert, Moran &  
Arnold LLP
Randall Block
Nicholas Boos
Steven Burke
Angela Fiorentino-Rios
Micheal Fox

Sigrid Irias
Katie Madearis
Sean Patterson
Jonathan Rodriguez
Roger Sleight

Seyfarth & Shaw LLP
Andrea Anapolsky
Courtney Bohl
Justin Curley
Sarah Hamilton 
Rupa Shah
Pritee K. Thakarsey 

Shartsis Freise LLP
Roni Dina Pomerantz
David Suozzi

Sheppard Mullin Richter &  
Hampton LLP
Nathaniel Bruno
Charlotte Cunningham
Neil Popovic

Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P
Andrew Chang
Dana Gwaltney

Sidley Austin LLP
Carol Lynn Thompson 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Buzz Frahn
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Jim Kreissman
Michelle Lyon

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP
Scott Carr
Raymond Cho 
Michael Cross
Stacy Kray
Sarah Morris 

Squire Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Michelle A. Alborzfor

Tucker Ellis LLP
Rebecca Biernat

Weyand Law Firm
Paul DeAngelis

Solo Practitioners
Lori Aintablian
Nicole Briggs
Mary Bosworth
Margaret Carlson
Cicily Clements
Philip Fant
Donna Wickham Furth  
Amy Halverson
Tala Hartsough
Isabelle Hurtubise
Heather Kadenacy
Alexis Kelly

Leora Lubliner
Melissa Martinelli
Maya Peard
Hali Reiskin
Harry Salzberg
Amy Shelf
Vanessa Smith
Kory S. Sorrell
Eric Toscano
Martha Winnacker
Suzzane Wilson
David Yoshida
Mari Zellner

List as of April 19, 2013

    Also serves on LSC’s Board of Directors 

   Pro Bono Advocate Honoree in 2013

  An Evening With LSC Host Committee 
Member

  Appellate Panel Member

  Pro Bono Advisory Panel Member
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Staff
Abigail Trillin 
Executive Director
Shella Brenner 
Director of Finance, Operations  
& Development
Katie Fleet 
Managing Attorney
Ronald Gutierrez 
Clinical Director

Nadia Arid 
Legal Assistant
Sheila Bapat 
Manager of Grants &  
Institutional Giving
Sarah Belton 
Staff Attorney
Reyna Burgos 
DICP Coordinator
Sara Cendejas 
Intake Coordinator
Linn Chiu 
Social Worker
Andrea Del-Pan 
Senior Staff Attorney & 
Immigration Project Director

Belkis K. González 
Administrative Coordinator
Helen Jiang 
Office Manager
Rob V. Kish 
Finance Manager
Talia Kraemer 
Yale Public Interest Fellow
Yael Martinez 
Social Worker
Erin Maxwell 
Social Worker
Eliza Patten 
Senior Staff Attorney & Dependency 
Project Director
Carolyn Reyes 
Senior Staff Attorney & Guardianship 
Project Director
Rumeli Snyder 
Senior Social Worker
Alvaro Soria 
Senior Staff Attorney & Education 
Project Director
Kirsten Strobel 
Pro Bono Coordinator
Hayley Upshaw 
Senior Staff Attorney

Alison Yoder 
Manager of Special Events & Annual 
Giving

internS SUmmer &  
faLL 2012 and SPring 2013
Mae Ackerman-Brimberg
Mignon Alexander
Kathleen Campos-Banales
Lily Colby
Melissa Fegurgur
Marisa Lopez 
Lyndsey Marcelino
Katie Padilla
Jodie Smith



1254 Market St. 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102

t: 415.863.3762
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www.lsc-sf.org

Legal Services for Children

Advancing the rights  
of youth since 1975
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